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its dependents from compliance. A difficult situation was
created, for not only was a part of the town inhabitants
relieved of their communal obligations, but the authority
of the mayor could be set at defiance by any ill-disposed
citizen. The financial grievances of the burgesses were as
old as Domesday Book, where it was alleged that ecclesi-
astical lords retained the Danegeld paid by their tenants,
to the loss of the other citizens who were made responsible
for the whole sum levied upon their community1. A settle-
ment took place at Leicester in 1281, where the tenants of
the bishop of Lincoln agreed that any one who became a
member of the gild merchant should contribute to its charges
in return for a share in its privileges2. It was more difficult
to arrange a compromise in matters affecting jurisdiction,
for concession here involved the abdication of ecclesiastical
authority. At Gloucester the servants and tenants of the
monastery were expressly exempted by royal charter from
civic control3. At Hereford4 fraudulent bakers were able
to take refuge on ecclesiastical territory in order to exercise
their trade outside the jurisdiction of the bailiffs; just as
weavers at Winchester5 withdrew into the episcopal suburbs
to escape the charges due to the city. The quarrels between
Canterbury and the convent of Christ Church were spread
over three hundred years, and serve to illustrate the various
occasions for dispute that from time to time were advanced.
In 1227 the bailiffs required the monastery to furnish a
number of men-at-arms to the quota demanded of the city
by the king, and a century later (1327) they put forward
the claim that ecclesiastical property should contribute to
the taxes. The friction culminated in 1329 when the prior
refused to pay a share of the subsidy imposed on the town.
The citizens held a meeting in the Blackfriars Churchyard,
and resolved that they would sell neither food nor drink to
the monks, and would seize provisions that came to the
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